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The main aim of the cruise is to study the geomorphology and
ecosystems of seamounts in the southern part of the SEAFO
Convention Area, 1.e. the Discovery Seamount complex and adjacent
areas, including an area closed (on a precautionary basis) to fishing to
protect Vulnerable Marine Ecosystems (VMEs).

The motivation for the investigation is that these seamount areas
have never been mapped and their geomorphology and fauna are thus

virtually unknown.

The study will as first priority comprise multibeam acoustics mapping
and mapping of benthic and benthopelagic fauna with video cameras.
In addition there will be oceanographic transects, sampling with
midwater trawls, and potentially deep zooplankton samplers.

FEn route to and from the study area, there is potential for recording
(by acoustics) and sampling pelagic biota such as mesopelagic fish and

invertebrates.

A main aim 1s to gather information that, after necessary
post-processing, will immediately support the management advisory
activity of the Scientific Committee of SEAFO. Follow-up work
through the FAF-Nansen Programme Science plan theme 7, can also

provide participants with scientific publishing opportunities.



o Hence Knowledge on or interest in deepwater benthos and fish is

beneficial, but competence in the study of geomorphology and seabed

substrates would also be valued.

o Ifnational laboratories seeks to enhance competence/capacity in

VMUE-related research, individuals likely to take part in such efforts

should be given priority.
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